AN INNER CHAMBER OF YU-PING

it is my degraded task to divert the course of the
river flowing below us, so as to overwhelm the
misguided town of Yang, wherein dwells a sordid
outcast who has reviled the Sacred Claw. In
order to do this properly it will be my distressing
part to lie across the bed of the stream, my head
resting upon one bank and my tail upon the other,
and so remain throughout the rigour of the night."

As they approached the cloudy pinnacle whereon
was situated the dragon's cave, one came forth at
a distance to meet them. As she drew nearer,
alternating emotions from time to time swayed
Chang Tao's mind. From, beneath a well-ruled
eyebrow Pe-lung continued to observe him closely.

"Fuh-sang, the unattractive daughter of my
dwindling line/' remarked the former person,
with refined indifference. "I have rendered you
invisible, and she, as her custom is, would advance
to greet me."

"But this enchanting apparition is Melodious
Vision!" exclaimed Chang Tao. " What new be-
wilderment is here ? "

"Since you have thus expressed yourself, I will
now throw off the mask and reveal fully why I
bave hitherto spared your life, and for what
purpose I have brought you to these barren
aeights," replied Pe-lung. "In the past Shen Yi
3rovoked the Deities, and to mark their displeasure
t was decided to take away his she-child and to
substitute for it one of demoniac birth. Aceord-
ngly Fuh-sang, being of like age, was moulded
rO its counterpart, and an attendant gnome was
lespatched with her secretly to make the change.
Becoming overwhelmed with the fumes of rice-
tj until then unknown to his simple taste, this
183